IB Biology I: Socratic Seminars
Knetter
In the Socratic seminars the teacher gathers students in groups of 10-15 to dialogue on a selected textual passage or open ended questions. Students are given several minutes to analyze the passage or question thoroughly. Drawing the students directly to the text or question the teacher opens with a question concerning a specific line or author’s words. Students then dialogue rather than debate as they answer the teacher or student’s question and formulate their own questions of each other. Students’ questions are meant to deepen understanding rather than to challenge other people’s beliefs. 

A Socratic seminar is NOT:

1. An attempt at adding to the students’ storehouses of factual knowledge.

2. A competition for the right answers with students looking to please the teacher.

3. A bully session which strays in any direction from the text.

4. An elitist debate between the smartest students in the class. 

Basic Differences between Dialogue and Debate

Dialogue






Debate
Collaborative: goal is understanding 
Oppositional: goal is proving the other side wrong

Listening for deeper meaning
Listening for flaws

Re-evaluating assumptions
Defending assumptions

Open-minded
Close-minded

Temporarily suspending belief
All out defending of belief

Searching for strength in all positions
Searching for weakness in opposition


Open ended
Demands closure

Three Rules:

1. Listen – No one may speak while someone else is speaking. The other’s sentence must be completed

2. Build – Speakers must attempt to build on others’ comments rather than debate or contradict. Questioning politely is a civil way to disagree.

3. Refer to text – As often as possible, speakers must refer to a specific section of the text being used rather than making general comments or observations. 

Examples of dialogue:

· That’s interesting because I was thinking ….

· I hear what you are saying but doesn’t line two of paragraph 6 say….

· I’m a bit confused, I thought maybe…..

